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 No. 51.) MAN. [1915.

 captious eye, but beyond a few mis-spellings, perfectly excusable under the circum.
 stances, I can find iiothing to correct in the bare facts.*

 The book opens with an account of the Banks Islands, which runs through six
 chapters. The author was fortunate in finding a first-rate informant and the valu-
 able co-operation of Rev. W. J. Durrad. The result is material of the highest value
 and most clearly set forth. The customs of the club-house and the secret societies

 are dealt with in detail. We not only learn their nature and organisation, but can
 see how they work (Chapter V), and this is not unimportant, as it is a safeguard
 against false inferences. Those who always insist that we should get at the life

 within, and not be content with the dry bones of custom, will read, or ought to read,
 with profit "The Duties and Privileges of Relatives," especially the illustrations
 on pages 40, 44, and 45. These little sketches tell more about the life and soul of
 customs than reams of philosophical discourses. It shows that the concrete method

 is not only the most accurate, but also the most life-like; it does not only give us
 the customs but the use made of them. The treatment of land (pages 55 if.) is
 another good instance of the concrete method; it is not only more interesting than

 an abstract statement, but the material could not have been collected otherwise
 within the time. The sixth chapter deals with birth, money, and other matters.
 The relations with plants and animals are already well known by an article on
 Totemism in Polynesia.t

 From the rest of the New Hebrides, Santa Cruz, and the Eastern Solomons we
 have chiefly kinship systems. It is to be feared that few will trouble to follow
 them out in detail; those who have not the patience had better leave Melanesia
 alone. The Penitecost system is perhaps the most difficult, but the logic of it all is
 cogently sent forth. There must be a misprint either on page 239 or in Vol. II,
 178; one gives a'ai, the other ai'a; the latter alone agrees with the statement
 "the consonant being represented by a break." The description of the Fijian
 "collective terms " is somewhat misleading (page 268); it might suggest that a man
 applies these terms to a group of relatives in a lump. They are better described in
 Vol. II, page 198 (the index does not give the reference).

 The account of Tikopia is very full. It is a striking vindication both of the
 method and of native truthfulness. It is based on the single testimony of a man
 who was not a native of the island. That testimony has, however, stood the
 test of verification at the hands of Mr. Durrad. Comparison with other Polynesian
 islands adds probability to it. We must note in passing certain sins against
 grammar; paito ariki is translated "house-chief." It should be "household of
 chiefs " (p. 340). The general meaninig of the prayer on page 322 is rendered right
 enough, but some violence is done to individual words.

 Most of the plates illustrate the Banks and Tikopia. They are excellent.
 In fact the whole of the get-up is a credit to the Cambridge University Press.

 The second volume will give rise to a certain amount of controversy. The
 opening discussion is indeed unexceptionable. It discusses kinship systems in more
 detail than was possible in the earlier "'lKinship and Social Orgaiiisation." The
 logic of these systems is well brought out. This gives them an importance niot yet

 * On page 267 there is just one rather curious misunderstanding. Xoya na9gqozia is given as a
 term for a sister's son. Change {'i" into "e" and divide differently, and it makes good Fijian :
 ko yd na ngone ya The informant must have answered, "that is the young one," meaning that
 when it is desired to distinguish the nephew from the uncle they describe him as " the young one."
 Such an error does not affect the results in the least. An error to be serious must affect a vital point
 rich in consequences; but contradictions and confusions wil] soon arise in tracing out these conse-
 quences and betray the original error, so that a careful worker is never in any real danger. Errors
 are only possible in points that are not followed up.

 t Joarn. Roy. Anthr. Inst xxxix., 1909, page 156.
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 sufficiently recognised, for they are capable of an exact treatment not yet attained
 in any other branch except philology. Such is the strength of our preconceptions
 as to what is possible and what not, that many will refuse to believe in the
 marriage of persons two generations apart; yet the evidence is conclusive.

 The author, unfortunately, does not stick to this clear anid clean cut type of
 argument, but oin page 59 enters a line in which we cannot follow him. He supposes
 a dominance of elders in Melanesia " so great that the elders were able to monopolise
 " all the young woomen of the community." This is the starting point for a series
 of suppositions which contrast with the previous rigour. First let us examinie the
 methodological assumptions which lie at the bottom of this scheme. The author

 claims that " our knowledge of the social psychology of peoples of rude culture is,
 " however, already large enough to make it possible to suggest differences " in

 modes of thought between them and us (page 7). As a matter of fact, psychology
 has hardly begun to distinguish between the processes of thought, which are racial,
 and the material, which depends entirely upon circumstances. Thus it has always
 been assumed that the South Sea Islander's preference for red is due to some

 psychological trait. The author himself makes a most valuable suggestion that "it

 " is far more likely that it has a religious or magical significance" (page 390), in
 other words, that it is purely traditional, historical ; in so doing he opens up a most
 fruitful line of inquiry. The author gives us niowhere a psychological sketch of
 each race, so that we might know on what grounds he assigns them certain
 "modes " of thought rather than others. It is all the more necessary as he is
 dealing with races probably as different from one another as we are from them. By
 "modes of thought" he presumably means ideas, the objects of thought; what they
 think, not the processes of thought. But how can you tell what a people thinks

 about until yoa know who they are, what their traditions and environment is ? And

 these are precisely the tbings we have set out to seek. To take an example of
 this method, the author assumes, in order to explain the sister's son's right, that "in

 " every community in which the rights of the father are gradually growing in

 " strength and importance there must be occasions of conflict between the mother's
 '" brother and the father." This is not obvious: after observing South Sea
 Islanders one might say that it is the last thing likely to happen. I approached
 the subject in Roviana with the same preconceptions; I asked what would happen
 if a boy's father and his mother's brother gave him different orders. I was told
 the boy would execute one and then the other. On inquiry it appeared that the
 idea of a conflict had never entered inito their heads at all. I have since come to
 understand the absurdity of my question.

 The author ascribes taboo to an individualistic people, on the ground that
 it is inconsistent with communism (Chapter XXXII). Communism is rather a

 vague institution from which to argue; we can infer nothinig until we know its exact
 nature, which is what we are seeking to definie. Then protection of property need
 not be part of taboo in its original form ; as a matter of fact, the original idea of

 taboo seems to be consecrationt to spirits, and then the author's whole argument falls
 to the ground.

 The same objections apply to the author's views on money.
 In the end he is landed in inextricable difficulties. He is forced to the

 conclusion that the introducers of individualism are now communistic, while the

 contributors of communism htave become individualistic. The autlhor, as ever, is
 most candid about his difficulties ; he takes care to point them out, and thus gives
 a lesson in criticism which is sorely needed by anthropology. But he has chosen
 to fight his way through all and see what will happen. It is an experiment, a
 courageous one, and lays no claim to be the final word on the subject.

 [ 91 J
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 We must, however, take him to task for repeatedly violating one very sound

 principle without showing cause; if a certain feature exists all through an area

 already knowni to have been overrun by a certain culture, that feature must have
 been already part of the original culture before it spread over that area. We know

 that a certain language, called iMelanesian, has spread over the whole of Melanesia.
 Therefore any linguistic feature that may be found in all its dialects must have

 already existed in the parent language. A plurality of possessives is a constant

 feature in Melanesian languages. Yet the author suggests that "the two classes of

 " possessives in Melanesia belong to two successive migrations " (page 488). This

 is returning to independent origin in an aggravated form; it is supposing that an
 old and a new possessive fused in each island in exactly the same way, producing

 exactly the same rules everywhere. The author does, indeed, claim to have found

 a different use of possessives among the inland tribes of Viti Levu ; but a few

 kinship terms constitute a slender basis on which to build up a theory of possessives.
 As a matter of fact, the use of possessives in those tribes is exactly the same as

 among the coastal tribes.

 The author's theory of Melanesian as a lingua franea will not hold water. The

 language is so far from being simiple that grammarians have utterly failed to apprehend
 many of its features, and it is not the whole of Melanesian that appears in books.

 The simplicity of Polynesian is very much open to doubt. To a Melanesian scholar
 it may appear simple, because he notes chiefly what Melanesian has and Polynesian

 lacks; he does not note all that is peculiar to Polynesian. One can hardly call
 Hawaiian simple, with its two definite articles, its six possessives, its variety of con-
 structions, and innumerable particles that have eluded the grasp of Europeans. A

 perusal of Andrews' Grammar would probably change the author's views on the
 subject. It is hard to conceive a language further removed from pidgin than the
 rich, subtle, and poetic Polynesian.

 The author's theory of "conventionalization in art" will hardly commend itself
 to students of modern art. Gothic began with conventional foliage, blossomed out

 into naturalistic, and relapsed again into conventional without any such culture fusion
 as our author suipposes. Yet the author deserves our gratitude for tackling the
 problem. Most anthropologists have been contented to treat degradation in art as
 a spontaneous process requiring no explanation ; they conceive it as going on all of
 itself. The autlhor brings home to us the need of explanation. In fact, one great
 merit of the book is that its failures are as instructive as its successes in awakening

 us from our dogmatic slumbers and forcing upon us the need for explanation where
 we had always taken things for gralnted. Those who do not reject the author's
 views without examination as being heretical, but carefully argue them out without
 bias, will begin to realise how many unfounded preconceptions have hitherto occupied
 their minds.

 This book will dispose once for all of the " simplist " theories of Pacific

 ethnography, which have been a hindrance to any progress. It shows conclusively
 that the Polynesians are not a simple race, but that their culture is complex, and
 prepares the way for an analysis of it into its elements.

 Most of the weak points in the book seem to arise from the author's excessive
 anxiety to be fair, his determination to try and see something in the "psychological
 school" at all costs. The result is a compromise between the method of " the
 " evolutionary school and that of the modern historical school of Germany." He
 seems to have imposed this compromise on himself against his own better judgment.
 When he forgets it and follows his own instinct and becomes a "wwhole-hogger"
 again he is at his best, as in the chapter on " Beliefs and Ceremonial connected with
 Death." It is the most historical of all and also the most fruitful and stimulating.

 r 92 1 L 2
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 It is not that such original and suggestive contributions are rare in the book. Rather
 they are too many and scattered up and down to be discussed here. I must leave

 the reader to puirsue them himself, as it will teach him more than a simple review.

 At the end he will certainly realise that the Pacific is no longer a backwater

 of ethnology, but one of its main, safest, and best-charted channels, that all its little

 rivulets have at last been gathered into one stream. A. M, HOCART.

 Egypt. Ling Roth.

 Ancient Egyptian and Greek Looms. Bankfield Museum Notes, Second 52
 Series, No. 2. By R. Ling Roth (keeper). 2s. 6d.

 The wide range of Mr. Ling Roth's interests is well known, as are the books
 and papers which embody the results of his admirable industry. The numerous

 publications of the Bankfield Museum have been, with few exceptions, written by
 him, and they represent investigations of a nature not usually pursued in connection

 with the museums of this country. They are by no means penny handbooks, and

 if the sale of them is large in the place of their birth, it is evident that Halifax

 contains an unusual number of enlightened citizens. This is not said in disparage-
 ment of the conception, or the execution, of the handbooks, but rather from the

 experienice that everything for nothinig, or a very little more than nothing, is a
 motto engraved upon the heart of the average museum visitor. Usually, indeed, he
 is reluctant to expend even mental energy. The importance of weaving to a town

 such as Halifax should, however, assure the keeper of the museum of support in
 the procuring of specimens and the publication of investigations on the subject.

 Unfortunately for museums, and for scientific progress, our national habit is to look
 ahead with converging vision, seeing just so far as the etnd of our noses. A squint
 may be an asset to a diplomatist, but it is of little use in the struggle for
 existence.

 In the paper under review the author discusses the nature of ancient Egyptian
 and Greek looms, as far as they can be studied from contemporary illustrations and
 references. The actual relics are too fragmentary to be of material service. He
 concludes that the ancient Egyptians used a true loom with the type of heald or
 heddle which consists of a rod, carrying loops of thread, for shifting the warp strands
 in groups, and so producing a "shed" by one movement. Such looms may be (and
 are) adapted to the vertical or the horizontal position; the ancient Egyptians
 apparently used both arrangements. Mr. Ling Roth concludes that the weaver's

 sword, or beater-in, was employed, the "reed" being unknown. In the upright
 loom the weaving was done at the lower end of the warp, which was attaclhed to
 a beam both below and above. The Greek loom appears to have been of the
 upright form, but the warp strands were kept in tension by means of weights, each
 of which was attached to a group of threads. The cloth was woven from above
 downwards. The evidence obtained by the author is niot sufficient to show whether
 the Greeks had even the primitive type of heald (rod and loops).

 No objections can be raised as to the general accuracy of Mr. Ling Roth's
 conclusions, especially as concerns the Egyptian looms. The illustrations, which he
 has been at considerable pains to obtain, give satisfactory proof that the Egyptians
 used the heald of the rod-and-loops type, and that botlh the horizontal and the
 vertical arrangements were employed. Too much importance is, perhaps, givenl to
 the difference between the two types, which is by no means fundamental. Similar
 looms are widely spread at the present day, and the "horizontal" form is usually
 employed for weaving narrow fabrics; it is easily portable anid can be rolled up
 and stowed away at any stage of the work. When in use, one end is attached to
 a fixed object, and the other to the weaver, who thus has the tension of tlle warp
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